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Introduction 
 
Members of the media must complete an accreditation process in order to attend certain 
meetings and events taking place in Ireland as part of Ireland’s 2026 Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union (EU). Access to these event venues will require a valid EU Presidency 
Accreditation badge. Please note, this process does not confer access to Presidency 
meetings and events taking place outside of Ireland. 
 
Media accreditation is open to journalists and other media personnel from bona fide media 

organisations. The accreditation process includes a requirement to submit an application 

through an external Irish EU Presidency accreditation platform and to upload relevant 

documents. If the application is deemed compliant, media members can then register for 

specific Irish Presidency events via the platform. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

reserves the right to deny or revoke accreditation at any stage. 

Members of the media are encouraged to complete their accreditations applications as early 
as possible. Late accreditation requests will not be accepted.  
 
It is possible to register for multiple meetings and events at the same time or over the course 
of the six months once you have completed the accreditation process.  
 
  



1. Create your account 
Access the media accreditation platform via: https://media.ireland2026.eu/secured/login  

The registration page will look like this: 

 

Click ‘Not registered yet? Create a new account’ and complete the form in full. 

https://media.ireland2026.eu/secured/login


Once you have clicked ‘validate’, you will shortly receive an email from 

noreply@ireland2026.eu to the email address you have entered. Click the embedded link to 

‘Activate your account’. 

 

Once you have done so, this will appear onscreen: 

 

Click ‘Access to the authentication page’. Alternatively, you may also access this link in the 

email you received.  

  

mailto:noreply@ireland2026.eu


2. Set up two-factor authentication 
 

Log into your account using the email address provided and the password you have created.  

You will see a QR code on screen. Scan the QR code with any valid authenticator app, such 

as Microsoft Authenticator, Google Authenticator or other appropriate apps, to generate an 

access code. (You may need to download an app if you do not already have one). Enter the 

access code to log in.  

You will only need to scan this particular QR code once. This will allow you to enter a newly 

generated access code shown via your chosen authenticator app each time you log into your 

accreditation platform account.  

 

3. Acknowledge data processing 
 

The first time you log in to your account, you will see an “Acknowledgement” notice. This 

notice informs you of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s approach to processing 

your data and includes a link to the Privacy Notice for the accreditation system. Read the 

Privacy Notice and, if you are satisfied, check the box to acknowledge the information. Click 

validate.  

 



 

4. Enter your personal information 
 

Complete the “Personal Information” fields. Please complete the form in full, noting the 

fields marked mandatory via an asterisk, and ensure that the information is accurate. If you 

do not have all of your information or documentation available when you first log in, you can 

save your form and return to it later. Your application will not be processed until you have 

completed the form in full and uploaded all required documents.  

You will be asked to provide the following:  

 Full name (as it appears on your photo ID) 

 The name you would like printed on your badge, if different from the above 

 Contact details (email address and mobile phone number) 

 Date of birth, nationality and country of birth 

 Your general role (e.g. journalist, photographer, videographer etc) 

 Identity document details (type of document, document number, document expiry 

date, and issuing authority).  A valid passport, Irish or EU driving licence, or EU national 

identity card can be used.  You must present this ID document when collecting your 

badge. 

 Details of your press card, if you hold one (card number and issuing institution) 

 Details of your EU Council accreditation card, if you hold one (card number) 

 Details of the media organisation that you work for, if applicable (type of media, name 

of Editor-in-Chief, and their full contact details) 

 A copy of an assignment letter from your editor or commissioning organisation, if 

applicable 

Note: If you work for more than one organisation, please provide information on at least one 

organisation of your choosing. This should be an organisation you have recently completed 

work for. If you are a freelance journalist or photographer, you can note this in your 

application whilst providing information on the organisation(s) you intend to work for. 



You will also be invited to include information about any accessibility requirements and 

dietary requirements (allergies) that you wish the event organisers to be aware of. 

 

5. Upload your documentation 

To complete your application, upload the following documentation: 

1. A clear, high-quality recent ID photo to print on your accreditation badge.  You can 

use the camera on your computer or phone to take a new photo for upload, if needed. 

2. A high-quality image of your identification document (a valid passport, Irish or EU 

driving licence or EU national identity card will be accepted). Ensure the full document 

is visible. 

3. A high-quality image of your press card (if you have one). 

4. A high-quality image of your EU Council accreditation document (if you have one). 

 

Note: If you do not hold a press card, you can upload an assignment letter from your editor 

or commissioning organisation.  

 

Before uploading your documents, please check that they are in date. Expired documents will 

not be accepted.  

Upload your documents. 



 

Once the form has been completed in full, click Save.  You have submitted your application.   

 

6. Request to attend  specific events 
The Presidency website, including the events calendar, will be published in mid-June. Once 

published, you can access a list of meetings open for media attendance in the “Meetings” tab 

on the accreditation platform.  

 



You may filter the meetings by title, by meeting date, or by scrolling down through the ‘Filters’ 

and clicking the boxes relating to the type of meeting content that you are interested in.  

 

 

 

Click the ‘Request accreditation’ button next to the meeting you would like to attend.  (The 

above meeting titles and dates below are illustrative examples only). 

 

Once you have done so, the button will turn grey as the shown below: 

 

If you can no longer attend a meeting, hover the mouse over the button which will turn red 

to ‘unsubscribe’ your application. Please click the button if you no longer intend to attend 

this event.  



 
 

7. Check your accreditation status  
 

You can log into the accreditation platform to view the status of your application at any point. 

This will be visible on your profile. The accreditation process can take up to 21 days. 

If you have any urgent queries, please contact PressAccess.EUPresidency@dfa.ie. This 

mailbox is for media accreditation only. 

If you are registered for a meeting, the button next to the meeting on the “Meetings” tab will 

turn green: 

 

If your accreditation has been refused, the button will turn red: 



 

You will also be notified via email on the outcome of your accreditation request. 

 

8. Receive your accreditation badge 
You will not be granted access to the event venue without a badge. Information on collecting 

your badge on the day of the event(s) will be outlined in the relevant media guide. This will 

be issued to accredited and registered media in advance of the event via the accreditation 

platform and by email.  

You may be eligible for either a meeting-specific badge or a single badge enabling access to 

all events for which you have registered. If you receive a single badge for use for access for 

multiple events, please store this badge safely and bring it with you to all EU Presidency 

events at which you are working. 

Please ensure that your EU Presidency badge is clearly visible at all times when you are on 

site at a Presidency meeting or event.   

 

9.  Lost or stolen badges 
 

If your Presidency accreditation badge has been lost or stolen, please immediately contact 

PressAccess.EUPresidency@dfa.ie.  

 

 


